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An Analysis of Badminton Games in the 2021 Tokyo Olympics
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Abstract

The purpose of the study was to investigate characteristics of badminton games from the
aspects of game time, rally time, shuttles used and points scored serve side.

Materials were obtained from the International Olympic Committee website. Fifty-four matches
(116 games) in men'’s singles, 56 matches (118 games) in women'’s singles, 32 matches (70 games)
in men’s doubles, 32 matches (76 games) in women's doubles and 32 matches (72 games) in mixed
doubles were analysed.

Averages of game time were 20.7 min. in men’s singles, 17.9 min. in women'’s singles, 17.2 min.
in men’s doubles, 22.1 min. in women’s doubles and 18.4 min. in mixed doubles. Women's doubles
had the longest game time while men’s doubles had the shortest game time.

Averages of rally time in a game were 12.1 sec. in men’s singles, 12.6 sec. in women'’s singles,
9.4 sec. in men’s doubles, 13.0 sec. in women’s doubles and 10.1 sec. in mixed doubles. Women's
doubles had the longest rally time while men’s doubles had the shortest rally time.

Averages of longest rally time in a game were 37.7 sec. in men'’s singles, 33.0 sec. in women'’s
singles, 32.2 sec. in men'’s doubles, 52.5 sec. in women’s doubles and 32.1 sec. in mixed doubles. The
longest rallies took place in women'’s doubles games.

Averages of shuttles used for a game were 7.7 in men’s singles, 4.6 in women’s singles, 7.7
in men’s doubles, 8.2 in women’s doubles and 5.2 in mixed doubles. Shuttles were most used for
women's doubles and least used for mixed doubles.

Men'’s singles winners scored 59.2% of the time when they had the right to service, while losers
scored only 37.6% on average. Women's singles winners scored 61.8% of the time when they had
the right to service, while losers scored only 35.2% on average. Men's doubles winners scored 53.6%
of the time when they had the right to service, while losers scored only 33.1% on average. Women’
s doubles winners scored 54.6% of the time when they had the right to service, while losers scored
only 35.9% on average. Mixed doubles winners scored 54.9% of the time when they had the right
to service, while losers scored only 36.5% on average. Therefore, we concluded that scoring when
having the right to service was crucial to winning games.

It is suggested that these findings be incorporated into badminton training and practice planning
in general.
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